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Experiences of iScan in the university herd of SLU, Uppsala
Staff working in the barn of our university dairy herd has recently started using iScan
for pregnancy diagnoses. They are licensed AI technicians and regularly perform all
inseminations in the 240 cows plus recruitment heifers. Without previous experience
of gynaecological ultrasound, they managed well at their very first attempts to identify
the uterus and diagnose if a cow was pregnant or not. After only one supervised
training session together with an experienced veterinarian, they were competent
enough to continue the training on their own.
In their testimony, they say: iScan provides a clear image with high resolution. It is very
easy to operate the scanner, e.g. to change the depth, save images, zoom in and out
etc.
As a veterinarian with several years’ work experience in bovine reproduction including
the use of transrectal ultrasonography, I regard iScan as a user-friendly, portable
scanner with extremely high image quality. Compared to the previous portable model
from Draminski (AnimalProfi L), iScan is notably lighter. Besides the weight reduction,
there are numerous improvements made: There are less buttons and more logically
structured functions under the menu button. It is possible to save not only frozen
images but also cine loops. Moreover, it has been made possible to save images
including calipers and measurement results. This detail facilitates record keeping for
the herd’s sexual health control program, as well as for saving data in clinical research
projects.
The monitor is smaller than in the previous model, which is compensated by the very
high resolution of the 9 MHz probe; the image quality is greatly improved and it is
possible to visualize really small details like the smallest antral follicles in the ovary and
internal organs in early embryos.
The casing of the scanner is “streamlined” and easy to clean. The batteries are attached
in a new, smart manner with no cables and sockets needed, again making it easier to
handle and clean. The scanner is ready to use as it is packed in the case, there is no
time wasted on connecting the different parts.
A smart and functional shade is included in the kit which facilitates the work during
bright or sunny days. In our work in bovine gynaecology in tropical countries, we could
not manage without the shade. Occasionally, this also applies to scannings in Sweden,
e.g. when examining beef cattle under outdoor conditions.
Overall, we are very content with iScan and with the service provided by Draminski.
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